
2021 Honorary Parade Grand Marshals:  Chris & Stina Gudmundson 

2021 Parade Grand Marshals:  Richard and Janyce Bjornson 
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     Kristján “Chris” Gudmundson was born on December 2, 1891 in Mountain, North   

Dakota.  His parents,  Sigurbjörn Guðmundsson and Anna Sigríður Guðnadóttir, had 

both emigrated from Iceland to Canada, but eventually settled in Mountain where 

Chris was born and grew up on their farm southwest of Mountain.   

     Kristín “Stina” Sæmundsdóttir Sigurdson was born in Njarðvík, Iceland, on De-

cember 28, 1889.  Her parents, Sæmundur Sigurðsson and Steinunn Arinbjarnardóttir, 

had emigrated from Iceland in 1893 with 4 of their 7 children.  Stína and 2 of her 

brothers were left in the care of relatives in Iceland.  Each of them were to join their family in Mountain at 

the approximate age of ten.  Stína emigrated from Iceland in 1899. 

     Chris and Stina were married on August 21, 1916, in Winnipeg.  They spent their entire married life in 

Mountain.  They had three children, Edward “Eddie”, Rose, and May.  The couple celebrated their 50th An-

niversary on August 21, 1966 at an Open House at Vikur Lutheran Church.  All of their friends and relatives 

were invited to attend.  Stina passed away from cancer on January 7th, 1970.  After the death of Stina, Chris 

would travel to Seattle during the winter months and live at the home of his daughter, May, and her hus-

band, Stony Hermann,  and their family. (continued page 6) 

     Richard and Janyce Bjornson are long time Mountain ‘kids’.   They were raised in 

Mountain and went to both grade school and high school in Mountain.  Richard is the 

son of  the late Chris & Gunna Bjornson of Mountain and Janyce is the daughter of  the 

late Conrad and Briet Gudmundson, rural Mountain.  They were high school sweet-

hearts and graduated in 1958; they were married November  22, 1958 at the Vikur Lu-

theran Church.   They lived in Mountain for awhile, then moved to Grand Forks when 

Richard took a job with the North Dakota Truck Regulatory Department;  later he was 

transferred to Carrington.  In 1966, Richard took the test for a job with the State Highway Patrol; this started a 

career that took him to State Highway Patrol posts across the state—Cando, 

Carrington, and Williston.  In 1976-1977 he attended Northwestern University 

Traffic Institute in Evanston, Illinois to further his education in  their traffic law 

enforcement program.  In 1989 he was transferred to Bismarck where he was 

promoted to Major and was  2nd in Command at the Capital Headquarters.  He 

was President of the Peace Officers Association and worked for the Attorney 

General’s Office for 1 year.  He retired from the State Highway Patrol in 1994.  

After retirement, he worked as security guard at the William L. Guy Federal 

Courthouse until January 2000.  Through all these career moves, Janyce built a 

loving home for their family in each of the communities.  She also worked in 

retail, childcare, as secretary/bookkeeper for Cummins Diesel, and worked at 1st National Bank (cont. page 6)  



From the ICA President:   
     Greetings to all ICA friends and supporters!  After being forced by covid pandemic health con-

cerns to stage an abbreviated schedule of events for the 2020 Deuce Celebration, it is great to be 

able to announce that we will have a full slate of in-person events for the 2021 Deuce and we are 

back in action again!  

     At our May regular ICA monthly meeting, we made a unanimous group decision by those in 

attendance that conditions had improved significantly from the previous year and that we would 

schedule the full list of events.  Several of us in ICA leadership have also shared the thought that 

we have a sense that people are anxious to get life back to normal, and for many of our members, 

it just isn’t summer unless you have The Deuce to look forward to.  Most of our plans are in 

place with the normal “tweaking” to be done as the celebration draws closer.   

     The dates for the celebration are July 30th through August 1st.  Please watch our website at 

www.thedeuce.org and our Facebook page at August the Deuce for updates as the weekend ap-

proaches.   

     In closing, on a personal note:   I am devastated to have lost my beloved Björk, who passed 

away unexpectedly, but peacefully, in her sleep early on the morning of June 5th.  As most of 

you know, she had been suffering with steadily declining health and an irreversible condition.  I 

would like to take the opportunity of this message to sincerely thank all of the members of the 

ICA and the community and beyond for the wonderful outpouring of love and support for our 

family.  Björk always loved the way that this organization and this community are so very proud 

of and dedicated to our unique Icelandic history, heritage, and culture.  God bless her and her 

memory.     

Bless, 

      Curtis 

 

 

The North Dakota State University Press will be releasing a new book, A 
SONG FOR LIV by Wayne Gudmundson,  at the end of July 2021.  The book 
traces the Icelandic emigration from Iceland, to Gimli, to Mountain as told 
through pairings of Gudmundson’s photographs with his writing about the per-
sonal accounts of his family.  Initially,  it was more of a search for who was 
K.N. Julius. While on this search it became a quest to track Gudmundson’s 
family back 28 generations to Grimur Kamban, the first settler of the Faroe  

                             Islands in 825.  Thus began a 15-year project. 
 Wayne tells us: “The title comes from a book – Songlines by Bruce Chatwin – about the trav-
els of the aboriginal people of Australia who kept track of their nomadic journeys by compos-
ing songs recording their travels.  Built into this audio map were the family and community 
events that occurred en route – children born, pleasures, injuries, and death.  They felt that if 
their song was not sung the land would die.  Therefore, it is incumbent on all of us to sing our 
songs.  This book is for our descendants and is a poetic song of their ancestors. And on some 
level, it is also a love letter to my daughter Liv.” 
You can hear excerpts from the  book when  Wayne will be the keynote speaker at the Heritage 
Program (Saturday, July 31, 2 pm) during the celebration.  A Song for Liv will be available to 
purchase during the celebration.   

Keynote Speaker at Heritage Program:  Wayne Gudmundson 

http://www.thedeuce.org


 
 

 
 

122nd Annual Deuce of August Icelandic Celebration 

Árið tvö þúsund og tuttugu einn (2021) 
     Mountain, North Dakota 
     Tentative Schedule  
 
Friday, July 30th 
1:00 PM     Genealogy Center-Mountain Community Center 1–4 PM Mountain Community Center  
                   and online with IR volunteers  Email Sunna Olafson Furstenau @ sunna@icelandicroots.com for  
                   the private Zoom link to visit with an Icelandic Roots genealogist online.    
                   Watch the video “The Founding of the Dakota Settlement” online at                               
                   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUnJzK_R6BM                     
5:00 PM     Mountain American Legion Fish Fry-Main Street 
7:00 PM     Free Stage-Main Street-Check out the August the Deuce Facebook page for details  
Saturday, July 31st 
 7:00 AM  Pancake and Sausage Breakfast-Mountain Chalet-Free Will Offering 7-10 AM  
10:30 AM  Parade-Main Street-Parade will be broadcast live on KXPO AM 1340 
        Souvenir Sales-On Main Street-Moore’s Icelandic Goodies     
11:00 AM  Vikur Salad Luncheon-Vikur Church basement 
11:00 AM  Genealogy Center-Mountain Community Center-11:00 AM-1 PM Email per info above to con-
nect 
12:00 PM   Car Show and Shine-Main Street  
12:00 PM   Kid’s Inflatable Games-North end of Main Street from 12:00 Noon-4 PM 
12:30 PM   Children’s Icelandic Storybook Time in Amma’s Garden-Kathy Thorlakson lawn-N of MCC 
12:30 PM   Pedal Tractor Pull for Kids-Main Street-ND State Sanctioned Pull   
  2:00 PM   Heritage Program-Mountain Community Center 
                   Keynote Speaker-Professor Wayne Gudmundson Book Presentation:  “A Song for Liv”   
  9:00 PM Street Dance- “Front Fenders” Main Street of Mountain.    
Sunday, August 1st 
11:00 AM  Worship Service-Vikur Church 
  1:00 PM   North Dakota State Tractor & Pickup Pulling Contest-West of Mountain Community Center 
                    12 Additional new high horsepower pullers have been added-our biggest and best show ever! 
    
 
 

Parade Marshals:  Richard and Janyce Bjornson  
Honorary Parade Marshals: Chris and Stina Gudmundson 

 
 

                       
          Follow us on Facebook at “August the Deuce” for instant updates! Visit our website at:  www.thedeuce.org 

“What is as joyful as a 
gathering of good 
friends?” 

“Hvað er svo glatt 
sem góðra vina 

fundur? 

mailto:sunna@icelandicroots.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUnJzK_R6BM
http://www.thedeuce.org


 

Honoring special people in our lives…. 

Memorials received January 1- June 17, 2021 

 
In Honor of* or In Memory of:   Given by: 

Rosemarie Myrdal *            Jan Myrdal Morrell  
Matthew Wright    George and Sandra Wright 

Ida Melstad     Waldemar Melstad 

Palmi & Kristine Hannesson           Monica Bohn 

Marcella Austfjord    Franklin Hannesson 

Doran Olafson    Eugene Olafson 

Louis & Myrtle Byron   Eugene & Meredith Byron 

Duane Halldorson    Jeanne Halldorson 

Oscar Byron     Kim Byron Ness 

Bjorn & Gudny Thorwaldson  Andrea Strand Rud 

Richard Thorfinnson   Rosa Thorfinnson 

Cobie Bjornson Axelson     Amanita Helgisdóttir 

Robert S. T. Johnson   Tim and Kathleen Ness 

Skafti Indridson    Susan Yost 
Kristin Jona Friðriksdóttir  George V. Tiedemann 

John and Emma Johnson            Pauline Johnson Sherry 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  John & Kathleen Johnson 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Bruce Gjovig 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Steve/Margaret Bjornson Holm 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Les Geir 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Kathleen Thorlakson  

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Jim & Charlotte Hardy 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  June Bjornson 

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Richard/Judy Geir   

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Karen Abrahamson  

Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson  Vera & Elroy Brandvold 

In Memory 
Björk Eiríksdóttir Olafson 

November 6, 1959 –  June 5, 2021 

 

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day, 

Unseen, unheard, but always near, 

Still loved, still missed, and very dear. 

 

     https://www.askewfuneralhome.com/obituary/Bjork-Olafson   



ICA Awards Heritage Site Grants 
 

In February, the Icelandic Com-

munities Association (ICA) gave 

$2000 in Heritage Sites Grants to 

four organizations that are in-

volved with the restoration, up-

keep, and renovation for modern 

use of area Icelandic cultural 

sites. The $500 grants, usually 

awarded during the Þorrablót, are 

given to help with the mainte-

nance of these historical sites so 

they will tell the story of the early 

Icelandic immigrants to future generations. The grants are made possible through the sup-

port of the auctions held at the ICA sponsored annual Thorrablot. Receiving the grants this 

year:  the Svold Community Hall Association for the completion of the restroom addition 

to the Svold Hall; Gardar Lutheran Ladies Aid for the renovation of the Gardar town 

church basement; Fjalla Cemetery Association for replacement of storm damaged trees 

surrounding the cemetery; Vidalin Cemetery Association to level and support sinking foot 

stones in the cemetery and replace or refurbish the double doors leading to the narthex.   

Receiving the check for the various Icelandic organizations are 

Kristine Koehmstadt (Fjalla), Kathy Thorlakson (Vidalin) Ju-

dy Geir (Gardar town church), Curtis Olafson, President of the 

ICA and presenter of checks, Chris Thompson (Svold), Carol 

Beard (Vidalin), Connie Trenbeath (Vidalin).  

Þorrablót  2021 

In February, the Icelandic Communities Association made the difficult decision to cancel the 

annual Þorrablót gathering; COVID precautions continued to limit large gatherings and the 

safety of our community and extended family were the priority. With a little creativity and a 

lot of help from our members, there was still a Þorrablót event—an on-line auction that 

reached all across the country.   With the expert help of Dennis Biliske of Resource Auctions, 

an on-line auction was held from February 21-27, 2021.   Many thanks to all the people who 

donated so many wonderful items for the auction includng books, quilts, gift baskets, 

rúllypylsa and hangikjót, jewelry, embroidered items, mysótur, oil paintings and an Icelandic 

flag patterned dog collar, too.  Thank you to our extended Icelandic ‘family’ and friends from 

far and wide—North Dakota, Minnesota, Washington, California, Arkansas, Arizona, and 

Montana and more—who followed the auction and bid so generously.  The auction was 

remarkably successful, raising over $10,000; funds raised on the auction will be used to fund 

future ICA Heritage Grants, Snorri Grants and also support the ongoing work of the ICA as 

we strive to preserve our Icelandic heritage and keep our treasured Icelandic story alive.   

Special thanks to Dennis Biliske and Resource Auctions for making our first attempt at an on-

line auction seem so easy.  Takk Fyrir!  Thank you to all !  We are grateful.   



 

Kathie Johnson and Dori Heck will again have a souvenir table at the cele-

bration filled with a variety of items including adult shirts, mugs, totes, 

jewelry, books.  Purchases are a great way show your pride in your Ice-

landic heritage and support the work of the ICA.   Dori also wants you to 

know that there is a line of Deuce of August souvenirs available for ship-

ping year round at https://shirtsfromfargo.com/shop/organizations/deuce-

of-august/ .  Dori is always open to souvenir suggestions and ideas.  Drop 

her a note at   dorikatelmt@Hotmail.com if you think you have a great 

idea for our souvenir table.   

 

 

 

Chris & Stina, continued:   

Both Chris and Stina were very active in the community. Chris was a former member of the Board of Di-

rectors at Borg Memorial Home and was also a former School Board member.  He was a member of the 

Tongue River Masonic Lodge.  Chris and Stina were both active at their church, Vikur Lutheran.  In earlier 

years, Chris worked at the Livery in Mountain.  In 1947 he went into a partnership with John Byron to op-

erate the Mountain Cash Store.  Many people remember him from his years working at the store.  He was a 

kind and generous man and had great wit. Later in life, he sold cars and worked for Soeby Motor Company 

in Walhalla.  Chris passed away on August 4, 1980 and is buried in the Mountain Cemetery alongside his 

wife. 

     Stina was an active member at Vikur Lutheran Church and a member of the Ladies Aid.  She had the 

gift of hospitality and their home was always open to anyone who wanted to stop by for a cup of coffee or 

a meal.  She and Chris welcomed their daughter May and her daughters to stay with them during the sum-

mer months during their childhoods.  Stina suffered from multiple myeloma for about 9 years before her 

death on January 7, 1970.  Rev. Harold Manson said at her service that “Stina was always faithful in all of 

her trusts and relationships.”   He also said that “Stina was a faithful wife and mother.  For over fifty years 

she and Chris enjoyed one of the most beautiful and fine Christian marriage relationships that has ever 

been known.  A person only needed to step through the doorway of their home to sense immediately that 

here was a place where love dwelt.” 

Richard & Janyce, continued: of Williston and the Credit Bureau in Bismarck.  The roles she takes the 

greatest pride in are that of ‘Mom’ to their three sons, Rick, Jeff, and Greg and ‘Amma’ to Alison and Magi.   

Richard and Janyce say that their Icelandic heritage has always been very important to them.  All of their 

grandparents were born in Iceland.  They traveled twice to Iceland, once in 2000 and again in 2009.  The trip 

in 2009 was with Jonas Thor’s Heritage Tour  where all participants were descendants of Icelandic immi-

grants and they visited the farms, churches and homes of their ancestors.  Richard and Janyce also served as 

tour guides for visiting  Icelandic travelers during the 2nd of August celebrations, sharing the stories of the 

Icelandic settlements here in North Dakota.  Richard and Janyce have been members of the  Icelandic Herit-

age Society of Minot, the Fargo-Moorhead Icelandic Klub and the Icelandic Communities Association.   

The community of Mountain has always been important to them and they continue to maintain a home in 

Mountain.  Recently, they moved from Bismarck to make their home in Williston to be closer to family.  

Their family includes Rick and Zona and granddaughter Alison in Williston ND, Jeff & Becky in Moorhead, 

MN, and Greg and Jaci and granddaughter Magi in Farmington, MN.   

   
 

ICA Souvenirs 

https://shirtsfromfargo.com/shop/organizations/deuce-of-august/
https://shirtsfromfargo.com/shop/organizations/deuce-of-august/
mailto:dorikatelmt@Hotmail.com


Icelandic Communities Association Membership Form  
The 2021 Membership Drive is underway!   

Dues are $15 per person for the calendar year, January through December.  
(2021 memberships due by January 1, 2021)   

(The date printed on your mailing label is the year our records indicate you are current with dues) 
 NOTE: Membership dues are not tax deductible, but any contributions over and above that are tax deductible. 

ICA has 501 c 3 (tax-exempt non-profit) status from the Internal Revenue Service. 

       Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

       Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

       ___________________________________________________(This is a new address___) 

       E-Mail:__________________________________________________________________ 

       Additional Memorial in remembrance of:  ____________________________$_________ 

      ***Mail this form (with check payable to I.C.A.; indicate the year/s that you are paying dues  

for) to:   I.C. A.,  P. O. Box 63, Mountain, ND 58262-0063 

 Please send this form with your dues.  It helps us update our membership list  

      and e-mail addresses.  Thanks, in advance! 

 Check your preference:  Newsletter by mail______       By E-mail______ 

       Membership Year (circle one)  2021    2022   2023 

      You may also use Pay Pal to update your membership on the ICA website.   

Just so you know:  The ICA meets at 10 a.m. on the 2nd Saturday of every month at the Mountain 

Community Center.  The folks that gather are a dedicated bunch that plan and execute the 2nd of Au-

gust Celebration, the Þorrablót,  and an occasional movie or speaker.  Like all small groups, it would 

welcome more volunteers with open arms.  The volunteer options are varied: selling raffle tickets, 

setup of tables and chairs, putting up/taking down flags daily, souvenir sales, working the gates at the 

kid’s games, dance and tractor pull, and everyone’s favorite—garbage pick up after the dance.   

Please consider giving a few hours of your time to help out.  Contact Susan Sigurdson 

(tpowersssig@outlook.com) for more information. 

Memories...Memories….. 

Chris & Stina Gudmundson in the 

Mountain Cash Store, 1955 



 

Við erum fjölskylda.   We are family.  

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

122nd Annual 2nd of August Icelandic Celebration 

‘The Deuce’ 

July 30, 31, August 1, 2021 

ICELANDIC 

COMMUNITIES 

ASSOCIATION 
P.O Box 63 

Mountain, ND 58262-0063 

Parade on Main Street! 

Saturday, July 31, 2021 

10:30 AM   

Parade will be broadcast 

live on KXPO AM 1340. 

Heritage Program 2 pm 
   Mountain Community Center  

 

Legion Walleye Fry 

Friday, July 30,2021 

5-7:00 pm 

ND State Truck  

& Tractor  Pull 

Sunday, August 1, 2021,  

Starts 1 pm West of MCC 

     See inside for full schedule of events 


