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2022 2nd of August Parade Marshal: Eugene Byron 

Eugene Blaine Byron was born January 19, 1942 at Grafton Hospital to 
Louis and Myrtle Byron.    He grew up in Mountain, ND.  He went to grade 
school and high school in Mountain with great teachers.  This included 
Mrs. J. P. Hillman (Penmanship), Miss Nellie Brown (Discipline), Esther 
Olgeirson (Music & quartet), Mr. Bill Olgeirson & Wilmar Kristjanson  for 
4-H (grain judging, cattle judging, growing crops), Mrs. McGovern 
(history, geography & storytelling), Mr. Al Okason, Mr. Glenn Lian, and 
Mr. Stytland for high school teachers.  In high school he worked at Moun-
tain Cash Store with Chris Gudmundson & Johnny Byron.  He also sold 

newspapers including the Minneapolis Tribune and The Grit.  He participated in local events of the time in-
cluding the 4-H Follies, basketball, roller skating, playing cards at the Mountain school and dancing.  He grad-
uated in 1959.   He started school at University of North Dakota (UND) in fall of 1959.  He served in US Ar-
my from 1961 to 1964 during the Cuban Crisis as a medic, stationed in East Germany (West Berlin).  When 
he got back, he drove ambulance at Deaconess Hospital in Grand Forks and met Meredith, a student nurse.  
He graduated from UND with a BS degree in Science in 1967. He married Meredith Gail Naastad on August 
12, 1967 in Hatton, ND.   He got accepted to UND medical school and completed his degree at UND and Uni-
versity of Texas Medical School at San Antonio.  He had his internship (residency) at Sioux Falls, SD.  Eu-
gene got his pilots license before  he settled in Ellendale ND 1972 and served as  a doctor there for 7 years.  
While in Ellendale he had 2 children, Katherine Louise (1972) & Marcus Louis (1974).  They  moved to 
Grand Forks, ND in 1979, where they still reside. (continued page 2)   

2022 2nd of August Honorary Parade Marshals:  Louis and Myrtle Byron  

Louis Marino Byron was born in Sherwood,  North Dakota on April 25, 1906, 
moving early in life to Mountain where he grew up and went to school.   
Matthildur Myrtle Johannesson was  born December 26, 1906 on a farm near  
Hallson.  Myrtle went to school in the Hallson area and after graduation she attend-
ed Mayville Teachers College and became a teacher at Wilford Johnson’s School.  
She was a member of  Vikur Lutheran Church as well as the Ladies Aid and Home 
makers Club.  Myrtle was very talented; daughter Phyllis  remembers going to a  
clothing store and finding something she liked and Myrtle would buy some fabric, 
make a sketch when they  got home, cut a pattern out of newspaper, and sew a gar-
ment for her.   
Louie and Myrtle were married on May 25, 1928. Their first son Duane was born 

in 1929.  At that time Louis sold used parts for machinery and automobiles.  The second son, Rodney, was 
born in 1935.  A new car dealership Byron Motors was built in 1937 (later to be take over by Duane and 
Lauraine.)  The dealership sold Pontiac and  Chrysler automobiles.  The back of the 

building was used for repairs; Stewart Moore and Emil 
Johnson were the mechanics.   
With the beginning of the war dad found himself work-
ing on the Alaskan Highway.  A third son, Eugene, 
was born in 1942.  In 1948, finally a girl, Phyllis , was 
born.  In the early 50’s tragedy struck with the deaths 
of Oscar and Josephine.  Louis  and Myrtle became 
guardians of Keith and Harry. (cont. page 2) 

 
 
 

 



From the desk of the ICA President: 

     The 123rd Annual Deuce of August Icelandic Celebration will soon be here, and the ICA meetings have been on-
going each month with our monthly faithful meeting attendees working hard to plan the weekend’s fun for your en-
joyment.  Before we get into more about the Celebration, on behalf of the leadership of the ICA, I would like to offer 
sincere thanks for the support we have received over the years from our members and friends.  The Þorrablót 
auctions, both live and online, have been a major source of support for our Association. We are now in the strongest 
financial position we have enjoyed for many years thanks to your continued very generous support.  Your support 
has in turn allowed us to support area entities preserving historical sites with significance for the Icelandic settlement 
stories, and to support the Snorri program to allow young people of Icelandic descent to travel to Iceland to 
experience the indescribable beauty of the land and the warmth and charm of the people of Iceland.  Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 
     We are expecting that our 2022 Celebration will be well-attended as the pandemic has been winding down, with a 
significant percentage of our population now vaccinated or having developed natural immunity to some degree.  A 
tour group from Iceland will be joining us, which has not been the case for a few years due to the pandemic.   
     We also welcome the special activities being held in the Gardar community on Friday, July 29th. Note that the 
Genealogy Center will be in Gardar on Friday.  Mark your calendars for July 29th through the 31st.  See you at the 
Deuce!    

Curtis Olfason 

Louis & Myrtle Byron, continued: The 50’s also brought the building of the Oliver Implement dealership with Hannes 
Kristjanson.  Gravel and grain hauling were included in the dealership in the 50’s and 60’s.  In the early 50’s, they ac-
quired the north farm on Highway 5.  In the late  50’s the Lakota farm was added with partner Freeman Einarson, and 
the Wales farm was added in the 60’s. Wheat, barley, potatoes and corn were raised on the land. 
In about 1953, an elderly peddler called  Bomrod made a wish to see the Empire State Building and Cuba,  so 

Louis took him.  Bomrod sold merchandise out of a horse drawn wagon and 
stayed in the barn with his horses near our house on the south hill of Moun-
tain as well as many other farmsteads.  Later,  when  Bomrod was ready to 
retire, Louis bought all his merchandise.  
In their later years, grandchildren and antiques played a major 
role in Louis & Myrtle’s lives.  They rode around the country 
and bought and stored antiques in many places in North Dakota 
and  Canada.  Louis was an entrepreneur and employed many 
people in his lifetime and Myrtle went along on the ride. 
L: Leaving for Alaska to work on the Alaska Highway. 
R: Bill of sale for 1940 Plymouth. 

Eugene Byron, continued:  Eugene has been an adventuresome traveler and enjoyed learning about the history 
of the area as they  traveled.  There are few parts of the world Eugene and Meredith  haven’t visited, though 
their timing wasn’t always great.  They participated in world events including visiting Japan one day after the 
Fukushima Nuclear plant melt down; were in Madrid shortly after the bombing of the railroad station built by 
Eiffel (Eiffel Tower); bombing of subway in Moscow,  saw international gun fights in Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na; bombing in Istanbul; and boat attack on ship off the coast of Somalia (resisted with hot fire hoses, concerti-
na wire around the ship and guns) just to name a few.   Missed  a few ports at different times because of con-
flicts (Yemen, Philippines, Kosovo etc.), though got back to many of them next time around. They were in Af-
rica for 75 days when the Ebola breakout that came to the US and family wasn’t sure if they wanted them to 
come to Christmas in 12/2014 but they finally accepted them back when Meredith’s brother came over with a 
gas mask on.  No shortage of stories to give him a bad time about but he gives as good as he gets.  He visited 
Iceland several times,  including once with his brother Rodney, and cousins Dwight Byron and Clarence Jo-
hannesson.  Eugene retired 2011 and Meredith wasn’t sure she was going to be able to survive, but he contin-
ues to stay busy with “projects” and is always finding treasures at the thrift store that he thinks people need.  
They got a lake place and he is keeping busy between both places and watching the grandkids (Cory, Cale & 
CJ), nephews, nieces and others on the water. Eugene is a long time supporter of Mountain and participates in 
the Memorial Day ceremonies with the Bjornson-Sigfusson American Legion Post.   Eugene and Meredith will 
be celebrating their 55th wedding anniversary this August and are grateful for friends and family to enjoy the 
journey of life with.   



    Gardar Town Hall Dedication 

      Friday, July 29, 2022 

     2 pm Program 

     Ice Cream Social to follow.   

Honorary Consul of Iceland to North Dakota, Loretta Bernhoft, Announces Retirement 

 It is with a heavy heart that I retire as Honorary Consul of Iceland to North Da-
kota.  If you work for the Foreign Ministry in Iceland-which all Consuls do--
there is a mandatory retirement age of 70---so now you know how OLD I am!!  
It has been such an honor and privilege to serve and I am so grateful for the 
amazing opportunities I have had for the last 21 years!  I have met so many 
wonderful people and made countless new friends from Iceland as they visited 
Mountain.  I was proud to share the Icelandic history in our area and hope that 
we all continue to do so.  
Every 5 years, the Foreign Ministry of Iceland invites consuls from all over the 

world to attend a Consular’s Conference to learn more about the country and 

more importantly, what our duties are.  In 2019 when I attended, there were 171 

attendees from 71 countries---the largest contingency to ever attend a confer-

ence.  Only 12 % of the Honorary Consuls are women so I was certainly in the minority and loved it!  It was 

fascinating to meet people from all over the world and learn about various cultures.  We are all required to 

send in our picture and description of our occupations for the manuals we receive.  The list of occupations in-

cluded countless lawyers, CEO’s and CFO’s!  I am sure many were SO impressed to see my bio-----

bookkeeper on the family farm!  We were also required to list our city where our Consul headquarters were 

and there were several located around the US---like Los Angeles, Detroit, San Francisco, Miami, Minneapolis, 

New York, and of course, Mountain, ND!   You can’t imagine how many questions I got!  I not only had to 

explain where Mountain was, but many didn’t know where to find North Dakota!  It was always a great con-

versation topic!  Anyway, most were curious as to why a consul was needed in this remote place!  I learned 

that many Consuls in the US probably only had 3-10 visitors from Iceland over the course of a year!   Our 

numbers put Mountain on the map quickly--AND many were surprised to learn that ‘our boss”, the Foreign 

Minister, had been to Mountain!  Oh yes, AND the President, Five Prime Ministers, the Minister of Culture, 

Science, and Education, and several other cabinet members!    

I would like to thank those of you who are always so gracious to our Icelandic guests when they visit!   Even 
the Prime Minister---who was here in 2018—expressed her sincere appreciation for the warm reception she 
received when visiting North Dakota!  (If you missed it, Governor Burgum and Iceland’s Prime Minister Kat-
rin put on quite a show as they learned some rope tricks at our Heritage Program!)  It’s been an amazing  hon-
or to serve in this role.   

 



2022 Memorials…. Honoring special people in our lives 
 In Memory of     Given by 
 Ali & Lauga Magnuson    Shirley Wild 
 Marie Bjornson     Gerald & Lisa Byron 
 Marino Steinolfson    Gerald & Lisa Byron 
 Matthew Wright     George & Sandy Wright 
 Olla & Valdi Halldorson    Lee Helgoe 
 Gene L. Vatnsdal     Judy Vatnsdal 
 Karen Abrahamson    Karen Kristjanson, Kathy Thorlakson 
        Tim & Kathy Johnson Ness 
        Pauline  Johnson Sherry 
        John & Kathie Johnson 
 John & Emma Johnson    Pauline Johnson Sherry 
 Eleanor Biliske     Nancy Boe 
        Warren & Marilyn Hall 
        Don & Phyllis Majerus 
        Sibbie & Emil Kristjanson 

Icelandic Heritage Sites Grants 2022 
Four Icelandic Heritage Sites Grants were awarded by the Icelandic 

Communities Association at the Thorrablot, March 12, at the Moun-

tain Community Center. A grant of $500 each was given to Vikur 

Lutheran Church Women, Thingvalla Cemetery Association, North-

eastern ND Heritage Association for the Akra Hall, and Gardar 

Township Hall Restoration Project. These grants were made possible 

by the silent and live auctions at the Thorrablot. We thank Dennis 

Biliske for donating his auction services, the many donors of items 

and everyone that bid on the items.   

The grant to the Vikur LCW will be used for a kitchen renovation 

project that will include the installation of a dishwasher. The work 

will include the removal and redesign of the cupboards to accommo-

date the dishwasher as well as the electrical and plumbing work.  

Thingvalla Cemetery Association plans to add double loop rolled 

fencing to the east and south sides of the cemetery to secure the cem-

etery from roaming animal damage as well as enhance the appearance of the cemetery.  The north and west 

sides are already fenced.  The Northeastern ND Heritage Association is working to restore and preserve 

the stage curtain at the Akra Hall on the Icelandic State Park grounds. They will be working with a conser-

vator to help with the restoration of this curtain and then mount it on the back of the stage for public view-

ing.  The original painting on the curtain was done by K.P. Armann, an Icelandic immigrant to the area. 

Armann painted a number of stage curtains The Gardar Township Hall Restoration Project plans to add air 

conditioning to the Gardar Hall to make it a comfortable gathering place for private as well as public 

events. 

 

L to R: Dori Heck accepting for 

Vikur LCW; Carol Beard for the 

NENDHA; John H. Johnson for the 

Gardar Township Hall Project; Su-

san Sigurdson Powers for Thingval-

la Cemetery Assoc.; and Curtis 

Olafson, ICA President .  

From Dori & Kathie with ICA Souvenirs:  We are adding new women's and kid's shirt designs and prod-
ucts as always! Our favorite additions this year are the first in a series of collectible pint glasses and a 
greater selection of Icelandic candy (if they don't sell out at Byron's Bar or the Mountain Chalet first!)  



Save the Date:  125th 2nd of August Celebration,  Aug. 2,3, &4, 2024 

The ICA has  a large community of amazing supporters and members, and we know that in that pool lies a ton of talent, 
ideas, and creativity!  The ICA members who work together with the community to make the Deuce of August happen 
every year are looking for a few fresh eyes to keep the Deuce going and growing.  To make sure we can keep offering an 
awesome weekend of fun we need YOU, our ICA members. Our current active member's hands are busy with the exist-
ing events and that means that the Deuce is unable to develop new programming.   We want to keep this celebration go-
ing strong!  - SO - if you enjoy The Deuce, if your family enjoys the Deuce, we need YOU!  
Our current needs: 

- Event set up/take down:  help with canopies, gates, bandstand, etc throughout the weekend. 
-Kids Zone We have everything in place for this popular area, but we would love to see it grow.   Imagine how much fun 
your whole family could have! 
-Vendor Coordinator—someone to be the point person for our few vendors. Good food = Good crowds! 
-Free Stage coordinator for a few hours on Friday night we have a free stage event, this could be a great little show. 
-Life in the Vast Lane Run/Walk/Bike:  an idea for a fun Saturday morning or afternoon family activity that is lacking a 
leader. 
If any of these activities complement your interests and talents, please reach out to Dori or Curtis ask for more infor-

mation!  Do YOU have an idea for the Deuce?!  We'd LOVE to hear it!  Do you have any skills you'd like to of-

fer?  Let us know!  Planning is starting for the 125th 2nd of August! 

 

Interesting news:  Thor Thorlaksson, great grandson of Neils Thorlaksson/great nephew of Pastor Pall Thor-

lakson plans to attend the celebration this year along with his wife, Sheral; other family members may join 

him, too. Pastor Pall was instrumental in bringing Icelandic settlers to Mountain and  donated land to build the 

Vikur Church. Please welcome them to Mountain! 

ICA Awards Two Snorri Scholarships 

Sierra Jensen of Mountain, ND has been awarded a $1000 scholarship by the Icelandic 

Communities Association, to help with the costs of participating in the Snorri Program.   

Sierra applied to the Snorri program and was accepted two years ago.  With the covid pan-

demic, it was cancelled for two summers. This summer the Snorri Program will be held 

and Sierra will be leaving on June 12th to spend 5 weeks in Iceland. .  

Sierra’s Afi (pronounced Ah-vee, meaning grandfather), Russell Hannesson, is 100% Ice-

landic and is one of the few in the Mountain area that can still speak Icelandic, a result of being brought 

up with the language in the home. Sierra is interested in the language, her family heritage, and the area 

her great great grandfather emigrated from in Iceland.  

Cass Heigaard of St. Paul, MN has been  awarded a $1000 Snorri scholarship by the Ice-

landic Communities Association of Mountain, ND.  Cass is the daughter of Steve and 

Shelly Heigaard of Park River. Steve is from the extended family of Heigaards who have 

roots in the Gardar Community.  

In her application, Cass said that the Heigaard family has always been proud Icelanders and 

many family celebrations center around Icelandic traditions, stories and food. She feels that her Icelandic 

heritage is an important part of her identity and she hopes to become more connected to the family in Ice-

land.  Cass said her great aunt Helen Heigaard Bowles of Milton, ND,  has been her inspiration to learn 

more about the Icelandic heritage and culture with the telling of  stories of childhood and teaching Cass 

Icelandic phrases.   When not immersing herself in her heritage, Cass spends her time as a social worker 

in St. Paul.  

As part of the Snorri experience,  Sierra and Cass will spend five weeks in Iceland starting June 12, 2022. 

They will spend 2 weeks in cultural and language education in Reykjavik, 2 weeks staying with family 

and volunteer work, and 1 week on an adventure tour of Iceland. The Snorri Program is a summer pro-

gram in Iceland for Canadians and Americans of Icelandic descent between the ages of 20 and 30.  The 

program was named for Snorri Thorfinnsson, the first Icelander born in North America, about 1004 AD.  



    123rd Annual Deuce of August  

                   Icelandic Celebration 

         Árið tvö þúsund og tuttugu tvö (2022) 

             Mountain, North Dakota 

 “Hvað er svo glatt sem góðra vina fundur?”      “What is as joyful as a gathering of good friends?  

 Tentative Schedule-Check back later as this schedule will change!!  

Use this link for the latest updates on Deuce events: https://linktr.ee/deuceofaugust  

Friday, July 29th  

1:00 PM Genealogy Center-1–4:30 PM Gardar Community Hall Watch the video “The Founding of the Da-

kota Settlement” Link available @ https://linktr.ee/deuceofaugust  

2:00 PM Dedication of the Gardar Community Hall/Ice Cream Social-Main Street Gardar  

5:00 PM Mountain American Legion Fish Fry-Main Street  

6:00 PM-8 PM Free Stage-Main Street-See the August the Deuce Facebook page for details  

7:30 PM Icelandic Bingo and Unkaroke sponsored by Mountain Quick Response-Main Street 

8:00 PM “Bubba Maki”-on stage at Byron’s Bar-8 PM-1AM  

Saturday, July 30th     Souvenir Sales & Moore’s Icelandic Goodies –Main Street Mountain 

7:00 AM Pancake and Sausage Breakfast-Mountain Chalet-Free Will Offering 7-10 AM  

10:30 AM Parade-Main Street-Parade will be broadcast live on KXPO AM 1340  

11:00 AM Vikur Salad Luncheon-Vikur Church basement  

11:00 AM Genealogy Center-Mountain Community Center-11:00 AM-2 PM  

12:00 PM Car Show and Shine-Main Street  

12:00 PM Kid’s Inflatable Games-North end of Main Street from 12:00 Noon-4 PM  

12:30 PM Children’s Icelandic Storybook Time in Amma’s Garden-Kathy Thorlakson lawn-N of MCC  

12:30 PM Pedal Tractor Pull for Kids-Main Street-ND State Sanctioned Pull-Olson Pedal Pulls-Provider  

2:00 PM Heritage Program-Mountain Community Center-Keynote Speaker- Her Excellency Thórdís 

Kolbrún Reykfjörd Gylfadóttir-Iceland Minister for Foreign Affairs  

2:00 PM Sand Volleyball Tournament-Main Street-Sponsored by Byron’s Bar  

3:00 PM Bean Bag Tournament-Main Street  

6:30 PM East Iceland Highland Farms Film Presentation by Hjördís Hilmarsdóttir  

9:00 PM Street Dance-“Front Fenders” Main Street of Mountain  

Sunday, July 31st  

11:00 AM Worship Service-Vikur Church  

1:00 PM North Dakota State Tractor & Pickup Pulling Contest-West of Mountain Community Center  

6:00 PM “Grandpa’s Amp”-Live on stage at Byron’s Bar  

Moore’s Icelandic Goodies will be available during the Saturday events. The Souvenir Booth will also be 

selling Icelandic hard fish and Raffle Tickets for the cash raffle-prizes of $1,000 and $500 will be awarded, 

with the drawing to be held at the conclusion of the Tractor Pull on Sunday, July 31st. Need not be present 

to win.  Saturday’s Parade will be broadcast live on KXPO AM 1340.  

Parade Marshal:  Dr. Eugene Byron  

Honorary Parade Marshals: Louis and Myrtle Byron 

                        

          Follow us on Facebook at “August the Deuce” for instant updates! Visit our website at:  www.thedeuce.org 

http://www.thedeuce.org


Icelandic Communities Association Membership Form 

The 2022 Membership Drive is underway!   
Dues are $15 per person for the calendar year, January through December.  

(2022 memberships are due by January 1, 2022!)    
 NOTE: Membership dues are not tax deductible, but any contributions over and above that are tax deductible. 

ICA has 501 c 3 (tax-exempt non-profit) status from the Internal Revenue Service. 

       Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

       Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

       ___________________________________________________(This is a new address___) 

       E-Mail:__________________________________________________________________ 

       Additional Memorial in remembrance of:____________________________$_________ 

      ***Mail this form (with check payable to I.C.A.; indicate the year/s that you are paying dues  for) to:   

  I.C. A.,  P. O. Box 63, Mountain, ND 58262-0063 

 Please send this form with your dues.  It helps us update our membership list  

      and e-mail addresses.  Thanks, in advance! 

 Check your preference:  Newsletter by mail______       By E-mail______ 

       Membership Year (circle one) :      2022      2023      2024      2025 

      You may also use Pay Pal to update your membership on the ICA website.   

Just so you know:  The ICA meets at 10 a.m. on the 2nd Saturday of every month at the Mountain Community 

Center; you can join via Zoom if you prefer.  The folks that gather are a dedicated bunch that plan and execute the 2nd of 

August Celebration, the Þorrablót,  and an occasional movie or speaker.  Like all small groups, it would welcome more 

volunteers with open arms.  The volunteer options are varied: selling raffle tickets, setup of tables and chairs, putting up/

taking down flags daily, souvenir sales, working the gates at the kid’s games, dance and tractor pull, planning for the 

125th celebration, and everyone’s favorite—garbage pick up after the dance.   Please consider giving a few hours of your 

time to help out.  Contact Susan Sigurdson (ssigurd262@outlook.com) for more information. 

Memories from the Icelandic communities:  Gardar 

 

 

Gardar High 
School class ring, 
class of 1941 
(belonged to 
Joyce  
Thorsteinson  
Sampson) 

Left: Breidfjord Store 1908; Center:  

inside the store with Stefan Breidfjord 

behind the counter, G.B. Olgeirson to 

the right of Stefan.  Bottom:  

Breidfjord Store stationary, cards 

 



ICELANDIC 
COMMUNITIES 
ASSOCIATION 

P.O Box 63 

Mountain, ND 58262-0063 

Við erum fjölskylda.   We are family.  

123rd Annual 2nd of August Icelandic Celebration 

‘The Deuce’ 

July 29, 30, & 31, 2022 
                       See inside for full schedule of events (tentative) 

Legion Walleye Fry 

Friday, July 29, 2022 

5-7:00 pm 

Parade on Main Street! 

Saturday, July 30, 2022 

10:30 AM   

Parade will be broadcast live 

on KXPO AM 1340. 

ND State Truck  

& Tractor  Pull 

Sunday, August 1, 2022,  

Starts 1 pm West of MCC 


